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United States History I Traditional 
 

Course Description and Philosophy 
 
Introduction: 
United States History I Traditional is the first year in a two-year survey of American History.  Presented in the 
sophomore year, it is intended to prepare students for survey courses offered at colleges and universities.  US I 
Traditional begins with the British colonization of the Americas and follows the creation and development of 
the American nation through the challenges of the Civil War while ending with the domestic issues of the 
Gilded Age.  Upon completion, students will gain an appreciation for the basic values and characteristics that 
define the American way of life and the American character.  Also students will understand the fundamentals of 
a democratic government and the historic challenges to its perpetuation and growth. 
 
 
Statement of Purpose: 
Unites States History I Traditional is a college-prep level course designed to give students a thorough 
understanding of United States History.  It is a course that requires the acquisition of factual content knowledge 
as well an understanding of essential themes in American history.  These themes include but are not limited to: 

• American diversity  
• American government 
• American identity  
• economic development and change  
• the role of religion in American life 
• slavery and its impact 
• foreign policy 
• reform movements 
• the role of the United States  in a wider world 
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Course Objectives: 
US I Traditional strives to prepare student to master historical knowledge, analytical skills, and 21st century 
skills including: 
• understanding historical chronology 
• the use of primary and secondary sources materials for purposes of historical investigation 
• the ability to identify, analyze and evaluate historical interpretation upon major issues 
• the use of and analysis of a variety of digital and electronic media reference tools 
• an understanding of cause and effect relationships and their subsequent impact within US History 
• the importance of civil participation in the perpetuation of a democratic society 
• the interpretation and application of data from original documents, cartoons, graphs, letters etc. 
• understanding major trends in American history that have been the result of political, social, cultural and 

economic developments 
• understanding the global relationships that have developed throughout the early history of the United 

States and the impact of these upon economic, political, and military matters. 
• think creatively by using a wide range of idea creation techniques (such as brainstorming) and 

developing &  communicating new ideas to others effectively 
• thinking critically by using various types of reasoning (inductive, deductive, etc.) as appropriate to the 

situation and making judgments/decisions that effectively analyze and evaluate evidence, arguments, 
claims and beliefs 

• solving problems that identify and ask significant questions that clarify various points of view and lead 
to better solutions  

• communicate clearly by articulating thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written and nonverbal 
communication skills in a variety of forms and contexts 

• collaborate with others in order to demonstrate the ability to work effectively and respectfully with 
diverse teams 

• access and evaluate information 
• analyze media & create media products 
• apply emerging technologies effectively  

 
 
Text Reference: 

 Jordan, Winthrop D. et al.  The Americans: A History, copyright 1992 by McDougal, Littell and Company. Evanston, IL 
       ABC Clio Online Databases http://www.americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Home/Default.aspx 
       HippoCampus US History videos http://history.hippocampus.org/ 
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Unit I: Age of Discovery and the Colonization of America 
Chapters 1-3 
 
Essential Questions: When should a study of American History begin? What factors led to the colonization of America? What did Europeans 
see when they looked at the New World and Native Americans? Why were the British successful over the indigenous peoples of North 
America? 
 
Objectives:  Students will: 
 

• Know the reasons behind the Age of Discovery   
• Analyze the impact of European culture on Native Americans and vice-versa 
• Evaluate the impact of climate and geography on American colonization   
• Understand the Puritan ideals as they pertain to their development in America and their impact on future generations 
• Analyze the factors that helped create a “democratic” spirit in America 
• Understand the reasons for the importation of Africans to be used as slaves and evaluate their historical ramifications 
• Evaluate the quality of life in colonial America 
• Understand the rich diversity of America especially in terms of religion with a minor focus on New Jersey 
• Understand the importance of freedom, in particular religious freedom, in the American colonies 
• Analyze the differences in social and economic development between New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies 
• Examine the creation of a distinct “American Character” through art, education and architecture 
• Evaluate the policy of mercantilism for both American and for the British, as well as for the future relationship between the two 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Age of Discovery 
Native Americans  
Impact of Columbus 
Race for colonies 
England as different  

Quiz on Explorers 
Chapter Test  
Essay: Columbus as a 
hero or villain? 

“Discovering 
Columbus” article 
Chapter 1 The 
Americans 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work  

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.B.1.a 
6.1.12.C.1.b 
6.1.12.D.2.a 

The Puritans 
The Reformation 
Goals in America 
The Mayflower Compact 
Religious Toleration 
Puritan work ethic & 
ideals for today 

Essay: Puritan values 
in America today?  
Objective Quiz  

ABC –CLIO 
Database                 
PBS Series “We Shall 
Remain”    Part 1  

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Websites and video 6.1.12.A.1.a 
6.1.12.A.1.b 
6.1.12.D.2.a 

Diversity in Colonial 
America 
Religion 
Geography 
Social norms 
Economics 
Slavery 
Women & Children 
 

Map & Map Quiz of 
North American 
geography  

“The Middle Passage” 
article     “Amazing 
Grace”     ABC-CLIO 
database 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Use of Data bases 
form MLHS Media 
Center Webpage 

6.1.12.A.1.a 
6.1.12.A.1.b 
6.1.12.B.1.a 
6.1.12.C.1.b 

Economic Development 
Mercantilism 
Triangle of Trade 
Tobacco & cash crops 
Slavery 
Navigation Acts 
 

Chapter 2 Test             Ch. 2- 3 The 
Americans 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

 6.1.12.A.1.a 
6.1.12.B.1.a 
6.1.12.C.1.a 
6.1.12.C.1.b 

Political Controls 
Types of colonies 
Charters 
English Civil War 
Bacon’s Rebellion 
House of Burgesses & 
colonial Assemblies 
Dominion of New England 
Glorious Revolution 
 

Chapter 3 Test         
Essay: “Development 
of Democracy in 
America” 

Ch 1-3 The Americans 
Primary Sources from 
“The Development of 
Democracy in 
Colonial America” 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet Research for 
Historical Documents 

6.1.12.A.1.a 
6.1.12.A.1.b 
6.1.12.B.1.a 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
Students will choose from a variety of “roles” to investigate to understand the level of diversity in colonial America.  These roles may range from 
an indentured servant, an African slave, a Native American, a Puritan minister, a wealthy woman on a southern plantation, or a colonial merchant.  
Students will create methods to appropriately present their work. 
 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
What defines a hero and can we consider Christopher Columbus an American hero?       
Is it ethical to disobey a law one feels is in violation of one’s civil liberties?  
Historical analysis of the justifications given for prejudice and racism through slavery, treatment of Indians and religious intolerance (See PBS 
series on Race: The Power of an Illusion, http://www.pbs.org/race/000_General/000_00-Home.htm )  
 
 
21st Century Skills 
Information Literacy: Using the ABC Clio History Through Daily Life Database, students will answer the following question: How independent 
were colonial American women? Students will comb various sources and create their own response. http://dailylife.abc-clio.com/Analyze/Display/1455756  
Global Awareness/ Social and Cross-Cultural Skills: Students will understand the cultural impact the discovery and colonization of North and 
South America had upon the social, political, economic and religious frameworks on both sides of the Atlantic, including Africa. 
Students will assess the impact of the Columbian Exchange upon international trade & culture. 
Students will understand the development of economic interdependency through the creation of overseas colonies and the development of 
mercantile theory. 
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Unit 2: The American Revolution: Foundations, Causes and Results 
Chapters 4 – 5 
 
Essential Question: Was the break between the American colonies and Britain inevitable? Were the American colonists justified in 
rebelling against British rule?  Why do empires struggle? How did colonists resist British policies and was it ethical? 
 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
 
• Explain the rivalries that existed among the nations of Europe for North American colonies 
• Identify the structure of colonial government and identify their differences and similarities 
• Evaluate early English colonial policy and its impact on the development of self-government in the colonies. 
• Evaluate the development of religion and religious diversity in the American colonies specifically in the Salem Witch Trials and the Great 

Awakening. 
• Analyze the economic factors involved in the conflict between France and Great Britain for colonial possessions in America and around the 

world 
• Understand the American colonies as very different and not in any way unified prior to 1754 
• Assess the importance of the Age of Enlightenment upon the thinking of the American colonist 
• Differentiate the nature of the relationships between the Europeans and the Native Americans in different parts of North America 
• Describe the impact the French and Indian War had upon the governing powers in Britain and upon subsequent changes toward colonial 

economic and political policy 
• Assess the validity of the new British policies toward her American colonies after 1763 and the colonial opposition to them 
• Evaluate the cause and effect relationship for events that occurred between 1763 and 1775 and analyze the reasons for violence and bloodshed. 
• Understand the importance of the Sons of Liberty and propaganda in the American colonies from 1764 – 1775. 
• Evaluate the reasons for the Declaration of Independence and analyze its impact upon world events since 1776. 
• Analyze the reasons for the colonial victory in the American Revolutionary War 
• Know the important role played by the state of New Jersey in America’s strategy and victory in the American Revolution. 
• Answer the question, “Was the American Revolution truly revolutionary?” 
• Understand the American Revolution as a turning point in history  
• Assess the economic, social and cultural effects of the American Revolution. 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Colonial Development 
Political, Economic & 
Social  
Salutary Neglect 
Age of Enlightenment 
British Reaction & point 
of view 
 

Chapter 4 Test  
 

Primary Sources: Age 
of Enlightenment ideals 
Ch 4. The Americans 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.A.1.a 
6.1.12.A.1.b 
6.1.12.C.1.a 
6.1.12.A.2.a 
 

French & Indian War 
Style of war 
Colonial participation 
Issues with Britain 
Native Americans 

Map of Colonial 
Political Geography 

ABC-CLIO and other 
MLHS Media Center  
databases 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

MLHS Media Center 
databases 

6.1.12.A.1.a 
6.1.12.C.1.a 

Changes in policy 
Proclamation Act 
Declaratory Act et al. 
Colonial Resistance & 
reasons 
Cause and effect of 
events 1763-1775 
British point of view 
Separation or 
Reconciliation? 

 

Quiz Acts & Reaction  
First Class response on 
legitimacy of colonial 
grievances 
 

Primary Sources: 
Colonial & British 
points of view  
Documents & Acts 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

Internet search for 
documents and websites 

6.1.12.A.1.a 
6.1.12.A.2.a 

American Revolution 
Reasons 
Declaration of 
Independence 
Battles and outcomes 
George Washington 
Finances 
Foreign Aid 
American victory and 
meaning for history 

Map of American 
Revolutionary War 
Test Ch. 5 
Essay: Was the 
American Revolution 
truly revolutionary? 
Essay: Analyze the role 
of women or blacks in 
the American 
Revolution. 

Thomas Paine The 
Crisis, Common Sense 
The Declaration of 
Independence 
Ch. 5 The Americans 
Video: The Crossing 

Lecture, Class 
Discussion, Group 
Work, Discovery from 
Resources 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.A.2.b 
6.1.12.B.2.a 
6.1.12.D.2.a 
6.1.12.C.2.b 
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Differentiated Learning Activities: Students will investigate the point of view of the Native American tribes regarding either the French & 
Indian War or the American Revolution. (See PBS film War That Made America, http://www.wqed.org/tv/specials/the-war-that-made-america/index.html ) 
Students will be asked to come up with a list of probable problems within one historical event.  For example, what difficulties did General 
Washington face in dealing with the Continental Congress while at the same time running the Continental Army?  Students may choose from a 
variety of topics.  Next students will be asked to identify possible solutions and will conduct research to discover what solutions were actually 
attempted, successful etc. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: Discuss the important characteristics of leadership in men like George Washington or Henry 
Knox for their specific tasks and for the nation as a whole. 
Evaluate the Revolutionary War generation of Americans as the “greatest generation” and explain reasons why this name fits. 
Discuss the idea of sacrifice for a higher or universal cause such as the defense of liberty.  What makes people decide to risk everything for such a 
cause or for future generation 
 
21st Century Skills:  
Critical Thinking:  Students will examine the possible long-term historical consequences of a British victory in the American Revolution. 
Students will examine the long-term social implications in a scenario whereby the success of the American Revolution also meant freedom for 
blacks and women in America. 
Problem Solving: Students will immerse themselves in 18th-century Boston by playing the new PBS online role-playing game Mission-U.S., 
http://www.mission-us.org/   
Leadership and Responsibility: Students will examine the level of importance of Revolutionary War leaders.  Students will project themselves into 
a scenario whereby they have to choose between fighting for or against the government in power. (See Heroes lesson in NJ History Partnership 
series http://njhistorypartnership.org/home_page.html )
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Unit 3: The Constitution, The New Nation, and the Critical Period 
Ch. 6 - 8 
 
Essential Question: What is the proper role of government? How were Americans able to create a government that fit into the ideals of 
the American Revolution and then make it work? Does the Constitution support the ideals of the Declaration of Independence? 
  
 
 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Identify the failings of the Articles of Confederation 
• Evaluate the level of disunity in the American states after the Revolution and the difficulties that resulted. 
• Define the issues which led to Shays Rebellion  
• Assess the importance historically of the Constitutional Convention and the major players involved 
• Understand the nature of the Constitution as a vehicle of compromise 
• Evaluate the Federalist and Anti Federalist positions over ratification of the Constitution 
• Know the importance of the Bill of Rights 
• Know the principles of federalism with regard to the responsibilities and powers of the branches of government 
• Define the process for creating, debating and passing legislation in Congress, including the Amendment process 
• Examine the precedents set by George Washington as the first President 
• Delineate the problems the US had with foreign powers after 1783 
• Describe the economic and political problems that faced the US after independence 
• Evaluate the Presidency of John Adams  
• Understand the importance of the transfer of power from one party to the other in 1800 
• Define and explain the importance of judicial review as established in Marbury v. Madison 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
A New Identity 

National Heroes 
National Culture 

National Problems 
Articles of 
Confederation 
Foreign powers 
Economic problems 
Shays Rebellion 
Political disunity 

Ch. 6 Test 
Quiz Economic terms 

Ch. 6 The Americans Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

MLHS Media Center 
databases 

6.1.12.B.2.b 
6.1.12.C.2.b 
 

The Constitution 
Philadelphia & 
Compromise 
Major players & 
contributions 
Ratification debate 
Bill of Rights 
 

Quiz The Amendments 
Essay: The ratification 
debate 
Graphic Design: Federal 
Powers 

The Constitution 
The Federalist Papers 
Readings: The Bill of 
Rights 
The NJ State 
Constitution 
 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board 

6.1.12.A.2.c 
6.1.12.A.2.d 
6.1.12.A.2.f 
6.1.12.B.2.a 

Federal Government 
Branches and Powers 
Elections 
Legislation & 
Committees 
Amendments 

Quiz on Federal 
government 
Test Ch. 7 
Essay: Democracy and 
civic responsibility 

Online Current events 
regarding government  
Ch. 7 The Americans 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet search for 
documents and websites 

6.1.12.A.2.f 
6.1.12.A.2.c 

President Washington  
Precedents set 
Federal v. State power 
Hamilton v. Jefferson 
Financial change & 
Hamilton 
Farewell Address 

Test Ch. 8 
Quiz Differences between 
Hamilton & Jefferson       
Quiz Economic terms 
Essay: Washington as 
President 
 

Washington’s Farewell 
Address 
Ch. 8 The Americans 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class workspace,  
Power Point & Smart 
board 

6.1.12.B.2.b 
6.1.12.C.2.b 

President Adams 
Partisan politics 
National security v. 
civil liberties 

 

Test Ch. 8 
Essay: National security v. 
civil liberties and the 
extent of federal power 

Marbury v. Madison   6.1.12.A.2.e 
6.1.12.D.2.b 
6.1.12.D.2.c 
6.1.12.D.2.d 
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Differentiated Learning Activities: Fictional dinner party.  Write a conversation that might take place at a dinner party that includes five 
personalities from the unit. The five choices must be from different socio-economic classes or from different political, national or social points of 
view. 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: Assess the importance of the debate between the need for national security and the possible 
infringements on civil liberties especially in light of the past ten years in American life.  
Our study of Alexander Hamilton will spark a debate of his character (Burr feud) as well as his ideas. In 1797 Hamilton publicly admitted that he 
had cheated on his wife Elizabeth, but he denied committing any acts of official corruption. Students will take this poll on whether they think 
misdeeds in one's personal life should disqualify a person for public office. (From PBS film Alexander Hamilton, 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/hamilton/tguide/index.html ) 
 
21st Century Skills:  
Creativity: Students who played the Mission-US game must now create an online role-playing game for topics from this unit. Students will plan 
the game, write instructions, provide a mock-up and give an “elevator pitch” to a fictional video game executive who is looking for a new product 
to support. 
Information Literacy: Students will examine secondary sources and analyze digital maps of census data from 1790 to explore the politics behind 
the Great Compromise and the Three Fifths Compromise at the Constitutional Convention of 1787. See Teaching History website, 
http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/lesson-plan-reviews/22531  
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Unit 4:  Early Republic and American Growth 
Ch. 9 - 11 
 
Essential Question: What factors enabled the United States to grow politically and economically in the years after the 
American Revolution and what political and moral challenges emerged as a result of this growth? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 
• Assess the historical impact of the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis & Clark expedition for the future of the US 
• Analyze the growth of the American economy and its impact on the following: social classes in America, foreign relations, federal power, 

physical growth and westward expansion, the American character 
• Analyze American foreign policy from 1796 – 1815 
• Understand the causes for the War of 1812 
• Evaluate the outcomes of the war as they pertain to the “Era of Good Feelings” 
• Define secession and know the reasons for New England’s dissent 
• Understand sectionalism and the nature of the issues that created conflict between North, South and West 
• Examine the impact of the Monroe Doctrine for the future psyche of the nation as well as its impact on foreign relations 
• Describe the need for the Missouri Compromise and the issue of the expansion of slavery  into the West 
• Evaluate the outcome the outcome of the election of 1824 in relation to recent elections 
• Analyze the change in the relationship between the United States and great Britain after 1815 
• Define the reasons for American economic growth from 1812-1836 
• Evaluate the impact of technological advancement upon the economic and social development of the nation 
• Examine the reform movements of the early 19th century  - their causes and impact upon society 
• Understand the nature of the early abolitionist movement and the reasons for opposition to it 
• Assess the level of diversity in America in the early 19th century 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
President Jefferson 

Transfer of power 
Judicial review 
LA Purchase 
Foreign problems & 
wars 
Impressment & 
Embargo 

Map Louisiana Purchase 
Test Ch. 9 
Quiz vocabulary 

Ch. 9 The Americans 
PBS Video: The Corps 
of Discovery 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.D.2.c 
6.1.12.A.3.b 
6.1.12.A.3.c 
6.1.12.A.3.d 
 

War of 1812Causes 
• Expectations & 

outcomes 
• Hartford Convention 
• Results for America 
 

 Primary Sources: War 
of 1812 & Sectionalism 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet search for 
documents and websites 

6.1.12.A.3.e 

US foreign policy 
• Treaties 
• Cotton trade 
• Monroe Doctrine 
 

Quiz; Early 
Indistrialization 

The Monroe Doctrine Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

 6.1.12.A.3.c 

Era of Good Feelings 
• Growth in all areas 
• compromise 
• Political tranquility 
 

Map – Missouri 
Compromise  

NJ Historical 
Partnerships website 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

 6.1.12.C.3.a 

Sectionalism 
• Bank, tariff, slavery, 

land 
• Leaders 
• Differences 

Test Ch. 10 
Quiz personalities 
Essay: Sectionalism in 
America 

Ch. 10 The Americans Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

MLHS Media Center 
databases 

6.1.12.C.3.b 

Jacksonian Democracy 
• Changes in American 

demographics 
• National Bank, Indian 

Removal, nullification 
• Myth v. the man 
 

Essay: Jacksonian 
Democracy 
Essay: Trail of Tears 

PBS Series: We Shall 
Remain 
Primary Sources: In 
Defense of Slavery 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.A.3.e 
6.1.12.A.3.g 
6.1.12.D.3.a 
6.1.12.D.3.c 
 

Reform 
• Immigration 
• Issues and roles 
• Utopian experiments 
• American ideals 
 

Quiz Ch. 11 
Research & Bio – Reform 
personality 

Ch. 11 The Americans       
Primary Sources 
writings  

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

MLHS Media Center 
databases 

6.1.12..A.3.f 
6.1.12.D.3.b 
6.1.12.D.3.d 
6.1.12.D.3.e 
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Differentiated Learning Activities: Students will be encouraged to research and analyze artwork of the American west during the early part of 
the 19th century.  Artists of the Hudson School, for example, will be available.  Students will be encouraged to delineate interpretations of the 
works as to its meaning for the people of the time period. Students will be encouraged to visit the excellent American collection at the Newark 
Museum. 
 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: Discuss the idea of loyalty to a leader or to an institution and how far that loyalty should 
extend.  Did the spoils system and patronage take loyalty too far? 
Discuss patriotism in the context of the writing of the Star-Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key.  What factors do you think moved him to write 
such a piece and why have we adopted it as our national anthem? 
Analyze the decision to remove the Cherokee Indians from Georgia. Was it an abuse of presidential power?  Why did only a few (including NJ US 
Senator Theodore Frelinghuysen) stand up to fight the decision?  Would you? Analyze these decisions in an historical context –not the context of 
today. 
 
 
21st Century Skills:  
Flexibility and Adaptability:  Assess these characteristics in Lewis and Clark and evaluate the level of their effectiveness in leading a successful 
journey.  Apply these characteristics to a modern-day scenario. 
Critical Thinking: Develop a possible solution for the Cherokee Indians, the Federal government, and the state of Georgia that may have 
peacefully and successfully solved the dispute for the most amount of people concerned.  Also assess the impact of this solution upon future 
events and attitudes. 
Critical Thinking: Students can complete the ABC-Clio: Defining Moments: The Monroe Doctrine unit. Each of these units is arranged in the same 
manner. First, students read an introductory passage that focuses on a single, key event that was a turning point in history—a fork in the road after 
which the behaviors and fortunes of individuals, peoples, and places changed. The Need to Know section provides a more detailed discussion of 
the events leading up to and including the Defining Moment; this is followed by a short timeline of events. Then students are challenged with the 
What If? section that supposes what might or could have taken place if events within the Defining Moment turned out differently. Both lessons 
require creative, analytical thinking and include work across the spectrum of Bloom’s Taxonomy. For this unit, students will answer the following 
What if? Question: What if President James Monroe had allowed continued European influence in the Americas? 
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Unit 5: Manifest Destiny and Setting the Stage for the Civil War 
 
Essential Question: In what ways did westward expansion trigger sectional tension to the point of civil war? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Define Manifest Destiny and know the reasons Americans were moving west. 
• Describe the importance of the West for the development of the “American Character” 
• Compare and contrast the Texas war for independence to the American Revolution 
• Debate whether “the Alamo” was as an important American historical event 
• Evaluate the policies of President Polk in relation to the acquisition of western territory 
• Delineate the causes of the Mexican-American War 
• Assess the impact of the Mexican-American War for the future of the Unites States 
• Explain the impact of the 1849 Gold Rush for the development of the West 
• Define the elements of the Compromise of 1850 
• Understand the economic and political importance of slavery for the South 
• Evaluate the economic, social, and political justifications given by Southerners in defense of slavery 
• Delineate the nature of the abolitionist movement and its growing impact on the nation 
• Analyze the reasons for Nativist attitudes in America against Irish immigration in the early 1850’s 
• Define fugitive slave laws and know their relevance to increased sectional tension 
• Comprehend the nature of the sectional conflict over the expansion of slavery into the West 
• Know the importance of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Kansas, and the Dred Scot case in fueling sectional tension 
• Evaluate the positions on the slavery issue given by Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln and the “fire-eaters” 
• Assess the importance of John Brown upon the psyche of the nation 
• Delineate the cause and effect relationship of events leading toward secession 
• Describe how the election of Abraham Lincoln sparked the southern state to secede 
• Evaluate the performances of Presidents Buchanan, Pierce and Polk in terms of national events 
• Understand the nature of plantation slavery and the importance of the Underground Railroad  
• Define Lincoln’s thoughts and approach to secession 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Southern System 
• Plantation life 
• Social class & 

slavery 
• King Cotton 
• Defense of slavery 
 

Essay: Defense/ Attack 
on slavery 
Quiz Economic Terms 

Primary Sources: Attack 
on Slavery 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.A.3.h 

Manifest Destiny 
• Meaning of the 

west 
• Texas, Oregon & 

California 
• War with Mexico 
• Gold Rush 
 

Test Ch. 12 
Map -Westward Trails 

Ch. 12 The Americans 
Polk’s War Message to 
Congress  
The West in Literature 
“Westward Ho!” 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet search for 
documents and websites 

6.1.12.A.3.a 
6.1.12.B.3.a 

Slavery Issue 
• Popular 

sovereignty 
• Compromise of 

1850 
• Bleeding Kansas 
• Dred Scott 
• John Brown  
• Douglas and 

Lincoln 
 

Essay: The causes of the 
Civil War 
Opinion: Which side 
would you have been 
on? 

Primary Sources: 
Speeches, Lincoln-
Douglas Debates 
PBS Series: The Civil 
War Part 1 
Dred Scott Case 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

MLHS Media Center 
databases 

6.1.12.A.4.a 
 

Secession 
• “fire-eaters” 
Election of 1860 

 Ch. 13 The Americans Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.D.3.c 
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Differentiated Learning Activities 
In this activity students will analyze the cause of the Civil War. Students will answer this central question: Was economic difference—
manufacturing in the North and slave-driven agriculture in the South—the primary cause of the Civil War? Students will choose the resource: 
textbooks, primary sources or historians to get to the bottom of the historical question. Then they will create an orginal way to exhibit their 
findings. http://teachinghistory.org/history-content/beyond-the-textbook/23911  
 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education 
America & Religion: (Based on the PBS feature God in America, Episode 2 “A New Eden,” http://www.pbs.org/godinamerica/study-guide/two.html ) 
One impact of Protestant expansion was opposition to Catholicism and suspicion of the Roman Catholic Church. How would you describe the 
tensions between Protestants and Catholics in 19th-century New York City? How did Archbishop John Hughes appeal to the principle of religious 
freedom "to see," as he said, "that the religious rights of my flock should not be filched away from them”? How did Catholic immigrants expand 
the idea of what it meant to be an American? 
Assess the value of a man like Henry Clay to the United States. 
Evaluate John Brown as a hero. (See also the ABC-Clio Defining Moments John Brown unit.) 
Would you be willing to use your home as a “stop” along the Underground Railroad? 
As a white southerner, in what ways could you have effectively acted to rectify the evils of the slave system?  As a northerner? 
 
21st Century Skills:   
Perspective Consciousness: Student will analyze two narratives of slavery: an investigative report written by Frederick Law Olmsted in 1853 for 
the New York Times and Solomon Northrup's book Twelve Years A Slave. Students will discuss each document separately and then compare 
their very different perspectives on slavery in Louisiana's sugar growing parishes. Students will model several historical thinking skills, including: 
    * close reading, specifically the process of analyzing the language, meaning, and in some cases, the silences in both accounts; 
    * attention to key source information, including who wrote each account, when, and for what purpose; and 
    * exploring how to make sense of multiple perspectives and conflicting accounts to try to understand a complex system that affected individuals 
in radically different ways.  
(Sources can be found at http://teachinghistory.org/best-practices/examples-of-historical-thinking/23459 ) 
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Unit 6: The Civil War and Reconstruction 
Ch. 14 – 15 
 
Essential Question: In what ways did the Civil War change America and what long-lasting issues will emerge as a result of the 
Reconstruction process? How did the Civil War affect the United States and its people? How was leadership demonstrated throughout 
the conflict?  
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Explain the causes for outbreak of war between North and South 
• Delineate the advantages and disadvantages for both sides at the beginning of the war 
• Assess the different strategies employed by both sides  
• Explain the reasons individuals volunteered to fight for both North and South 
• Understand the Civil War as a “modern war” and know how this was different from previous wars 
• Evaluate the impact of new technology upon the nature of the war 
• Define the Emancipation Proclamation and know the reasons why Lincoln issued it in 1862 
• Evaluate the role Great Britain played or did not play in the Civil War and why 
• Understand the difficulties faced in prosecuting the war for both Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis 
• Analyze the positive and negative impact of the Emancipation Proclamation upon Northerners  
• Define the strategy of unconditional surrender and know why it was employed 
• Appreciate the contributions made to the war effort by women and blacks 
• Assess the impact of the outcome of the Civil War upon both North and South in economic, social and political terms 
• Define the different theories on Reconstruction  
• Understand the impact the assassination of Lincoln had on the Reconstruction process 
• Assess the Radical Reconstruction plan and its overall objectives 
• Define the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitution 
• Assess the true impact of emancipation upon the freedmen in the South after the war 
• Analyze the reasons given for the impeachment of President Johnson  
• Understand the political, economic and social problems created in the South by the Reconstruction process 
• Evaluate the Grant Administration 
• Delineate the changes made in America from the Civil War and Reconstruction 
• Define the rationale behind the Compromise of 1877 and the end of Radical Reconstruction
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 

Civil War 
• Strategy N & S 
• Styles 
• Differences 

Map Civil War & 
aftermath 

Atlas of the Civil War Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

MLHS Media Center 
databases 

6.1.12.A.4.c 
6.1.12.B.4.a 

Battles & War 
• Technology 
• Modern War & 

attitudes 
• Lincoln & 

McClellan 
• Antietam & 

Emancipation 
• Great Britain 
• Gettysburg & 

Vicksburg 
• Grant & Sherman 

– total war 
• 1864-65 

Quiz Battles and 
outcomes 
Quiz Technology & the 
Civil War 
Test Ch 14 
 

Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address 
Emancipation 
Proclamation 
A War that Never Goes 
Away - McPherson 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.A.4.b 
6.1.12.A.4.c 
6.1.12.B.4.a 
6.1.12.D.4.a 
 

Cost of War 
• Finances 
• Draft Riots 
• Casualties 
• South after defeat 
• American 

business & 
manufacturing 

• The Freedmen 

Reaction Essay: NYC 
Draft Riots 

Quiz Economic terms 
PBS Series: NY City a 
Documentary – Draft 
Riots 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.C.4.a 
6.1.12.C.4.c 

Reconstruction 
• Lincoln’s plan 
• Radical 

Republicans 
• Andrew Johnson 
• Carpetbaggers 
• Resentment 
1877 & after 

Test Ch 15 
Essay: Civil Rights in 
the South 

Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural 
Address  
Articles: The 
Impeachment of 
Andrew Johnson 
Plessy v. Ferguson 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.A.4.d 
6.1.12.B.4.b 
6.1.12.C.4.b 
6.1.12.D.4.c 
6.1.12.D.4.d 
6.1.12.D.4.e 
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Differentiated Learning Activities: 
Use web-based sources to investigate one aspect of the Civil War from a primary sources.  
Imagine that the impeachment of President Johnson was successful in removing him from office.  How would the nation and events been 
different? 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: 
Discuss the leadership difficulties faced by Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War & assess all factors he needed to consider in his decision-
making process.  Write a paragraph demonstrating which information Lincoln used most often to make his final decisions. 
Evaluate the basis for President Lincoln’s amnesty program for Reconstruction.  Do you think his plan would have been best for the nation had he 
survived?  Explain why. 
Analyze the differences between the goals of Radical Reconstruction and the actual outcomes.  List decisions that were made that thwarted 
opportunity for equality and civil rights for blacks in the South.  Why were these decisions made and what could have been changed realistically 
in your view? 
 
21st Century Skills:  
Media Literacy: Using a MLHS database, research a battle from the Civil War from the perspective of the Northern or Confederate military 
leaders.  Catalogue at least 5 separate resources and place them into a folder in your First Class Workspace. 
Health Literacy: Compare the methods used by doctors and nurses in field hospitals during the Civil War to those of today.  Examine statistics for 
the number of Civil War soldiers who dies from disease and draw conclusions from that data. 
ICT Literacy: Students will create an iMovie music video for a designated song from the Frank Wildhorn musical Civil War. The visuals must 
come Library of Congress images. 
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Unit 7: America in the Gilded Age 1865 – 1898 – Domestic Issues  
 
Essential Question: How as the United States transformed by the Civil War into a modern age, what new problems 
emerged and how did people of the age attempt to solve them? 
 
Objectives:  Students will be able to: 

• Understand the nature of the conflict between Native American tribes and white settlers in the West 
• Evaluate the policies of the US government toward Native Americans 
• Appreciate the heroic personalities of many Native American leaders such as Red Cloud and Sitting Bull 
• Analyze the impact of the railroad upon the western economy and culture 
• Understand the reasons for the decline of the Native American lifestyle and culture 
• Evaluate the meaning of the American West within the context of American culture and outlook 
• Evaluate the impact of the fading frontier upon the American character 
• Understand the allure of the West for individual settlers and religious groups 
• Delineate the reasons for the growth of American Industry  
• Analyze the importance of the railroad and steel industries to the growth of American business & culture 
• Understand the reasons behind the creation of corporate monopolies and their negative ramifications 
• Evaluate the pro’s and cons of the “Robber Barons” for America 
• Define “laissez-faire” & the Sherman Anti-Trust Act and analyze the role of the federal government in the regulation of big business 
• Define segregation and understand the nature of the “separate but equal” doctrine for the South 
• Explore the means by which the voting rights of blacks in the South were systematically denied 
• Delineate the need for and the difficulties inherent in the organization of labor unions  
• Understand the impact of Industrialization upon working class family life in American cities 
• Evaluate the change in America from a rural nation to an urban one 
• Understand the political issues of the time and the platforms of the Republican & Democratic Parties on these issues 
• Explore the positive and negative impact of increased immigration into the US from 1865-1900 
• Define Social Darwinism, the Gospel of Wealth, capitalism, socialism and communism 
• Analyze the changes in American culture from mass production of goods and wide dissemination of information 
• Define the problems inherent in urban areas in due to rapid growth in politics, sanitation, overcrowding etc. 
• Understand the nature of the Populist movement, its causes and its goals 
• Explain the meaning of the Election of 1896, especially in terms of the silver issue 
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Topic/ Content Skills Assessment Resources Instructional Method Tech Infusion NJCCCS 
Indians 
Culture, Conflict 
Treaties, Decline 
Technology 
Barbed wire 
Open range wars 
Farming, Mining 
Myths & Realities 
Gold & Silver mining 

Test Ch. 16 
Map The American 
West 

PBS Series We Shall 
Remain 
Ch. 16 The Americans 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.C.4.b 
6.1.12.A.5.c 
6.1.12.B.5.a 

Industry 
• Resources 
• Robber Barons 
• Laissez-faire 
• Monopolies 
• Railroads 

Test Ch. 17 
Essay: The Gospel of 
Wealth today                
Quiz Robber Barons 

The Gospel of Wealth 
Political Cartoons 
Ch. 17 The Americans 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.C.4.b 
6.1.12.A.5.a 
6.1.12.A.5.b 
6.1.12.B.5.a 
6.1.12.C.5.a 
6.1.12.C.5.c 
6.1.12.D.5.a 
6.1.12.C.6.c 
6.1.12.C.6.b 

The South  
Jim Crow, KKK 
Social & economic 
impact,  Industry 

Quiz Economic terms 
Quiz – Social Terms 
Essay - KKK 

Primary Sources KKK 
Ch. 18 The Americans 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

MLHS Media Center 
databases 

6.1.12.D.4.b 
6.1.12.A.5.c 
6.1.12.C.5.b 

Labor 
• View of 
• Difficulties 
• Unamerican? 
• Strikes 
• Failures  

Test Ch. 18 
Quiz Labor terms & 
people 
Essay: Usefulness of 
labor unions 

Eugene Debs Speeches  
Primary sources: 
Haymarket Affair 
Samuel Gompers 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

First Class Forum, 
Power Point & Smart 
Board, Video 

6.1.12.D.4.b 
6.1.12.A.5.a 
6.1.12.D.5.b 
6.1.12.D.5.d 
6,1.12.C.6.a 

Populists 
• Reasons 
• American? 
• Political impact 
• Platform 
• 1896 

Writing: Wizard of Oz 
Test Ch. 18 

The Wizard of Oz 
Speeches: William 
Jennings Bryan        

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group 
work 

Internet search for 
documents and 
websites 

6.1.12.D.4.b 
6.1.12.A.5.a 
6.1.12.D.5.b 

Urbanization 
• Problems 
• Housing 
• Immigration 
• Politics 
• Reform 

 

Test Ch 19 
 

Thomas Nast Cartoons 
Jacob Riis – How the 
Other Half Lives 
PBS Series – NYC – 
Sunshine & Shadow 

Lecture and class 
discussion, Group work 

First Class Forum, Power 
Point & Smart Board, 
Video 

6.1.12.D.4.b 
6.1.12.A.5.a 
6.1.12.A.5.c 
6.1.12.B.5.b 
6.1.12.D.5.c 
6.1.12.D.5.d 
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Differentiated Learning Activities: 
Students will choose from a wide array of people to conduct a biographical research project.  They will make conclusions concerning the 
influences upon that person in terms of environment, education, people etc.   Next students will evaluate the impact this person had in their 
lifetime upon other people, events and history.   Students will be encouraged to incorporate psychological theory into their analysis. 
 
 
Ethical Decision Making/Character Education: 
Discuss the stereotypes of one of the following for the time period:  the black community in the American South, the new immigrants entering the 
US through Ellis Island from a particular nation, the American Indian, women.  Assess how these stereotypes were formed and perpetuated and 
the impact they have had over time. 
How do we deal with or justify the total destruction of a way of life in favor of another?  
Define heroism in Native American efforts to maintain their way of life. 
 
 
21st Century Skills:  
Financial Literacy: Analyze the nature of markets and business practices in the Gilded Age and compare those with the business issues of today.  
What lessons can we take from that era?     
Productivity and Accountability: Assess the level to which the Robber Barons were responsible for the wide gap between rich and poor during the 
Gilded Age. 
Globalism: Using the ABC Clio History Through Daily Life Database, students will answer the following question: What effect did European 
transportation have on the Great Plains Indians? Students will comb various sources and create their own response. 
 http://dailylife.abc-clio.com/Analyze/Display/1517892  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


